
 
 

Attention to Orders: 

 
 

The president of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, 9 July 1918 
(amended by act of 25 July 1963), has awarded the Silver Star to 

 

Specialist Robert F. Foster 
134th Assault Helicopter Company 

 
For Gallantry: in action from 25 February 1968 to 26 February 1968, while serving as a 
helicopter mechanic assigned to the 134th Assault Helicopter Company during combat 
operations in Phu Hiep Army Airfield, Republic of Vietnam. On the night of 25 February, 
Specialist Foster was performing his assignment as defensive perimeter guard for the eastern 
perimeter of the airfield when at 2400 hours he observed enemy movement beyond his guard 
tower. The Viet Cong were using small arms and firing on a trapped 173rd Airborne Brigade 
Soldier. The Soldier was not familiar with the area and ran directly into a defensive minefield 
that had two rows of barbed and razor wire and was lined with 10,000 anti-personnel mines. 
Upon entering the minefield, the exploding mines maimed the soldier and he began shouting 
his name, rank and that he was bleeding to death. Not waiting for the engineers to clear a path 
and placing his own life in jeopardy, Specialist Foster made his way through the rows of barbed 
and razor wire and walked through the active minefield. Upon reaching the wounded Soldier, 
Specialist Foster used field belt as a tourniquet to stop the hemorrhaging and wrapped the leg 
with his field shirt. When he stood up and hoisted the Soldier on his shoulders, the Viet Cong 
opened fire and Specialist Foster returned fire. By reversing the direction and following his own 
footsteps, he as able to deliver the wounded Soldier to the safety of the perimeter and into the 
hands of the medics. Specialist Foster’s selfless actions are in keeping with the finest traditions 
of the military heroism and reflect distinct credit upon himself, the 1st Aviation Brigade and the 
United States Army. 


